: NEW ENGLAND QL USER GROUP յ 


SO Ae Ae te om oe me me ae oa ow ae om te oe ne ow on oe oe me oe ow oe ne me a ow me ow 


EDITOR'S NOTES 


Hi, out there in Sinclair land! 


This is the first newsletter from 
the NEQLUG, a reconstitution of 
the Boston Computer Society's 
Sinclair/Timex User Group, but 
dedicated solely to the ԳԼ. 


This may be the only User Group 
in North America just for the QL. 


If you followed the saga of our 


disaffection with the BCS, there 
is no need to recount our 
travails. if you didn't, well, | 


am not going to waste ink and 
paper opening up old wounds. 


We're back with some new policies 
and better than ever. Elsewhere 
in this newsletter you will find 
the names, addresses and phones 
of our 22 (count them: twenty- 
two) paid up members. 


This Տ larger than many groups 
that support the whole range of 
Sinclair computers. 


*E4K 


We meet bi-monthly օո the first 
Saturday of odd-numbered months. 
The exception is if the date 
coincides with a holiday weekend, 
in which case we meet the 
following Saturday. 


Membership is drawn from through- 
out New England, although Vermont 
Տ not yet represented. Ben 
Kahler of Fenton, lowa, will be 
the honorary Green Mountain boy 
for the time being! 


We are absent the masthead for 
our newsletter discussed in the 
minutes of our last meeting. We 
expect you to ooh and ah when it 
appears in the September issue. 
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DIRECTORY 


Director Al Boehm 
Treasurer Dick Taylor 
Membership Secretary " > 

Editor Peter Hale 


Newletter Liason Joyce Blaho 


The NEQLUG newsletter is the 
journal of the New England QL 
User Group. it will be published 
bi-monthly (6 times a year.) 


Annual membership jis $10.00 in 
North America. Overseas members 
will pay commensurably higher to 
cover air mail for the Newsletter 
(if anyone joins). 


EEE 


The newsletter exchange policy is 
we-send- you-ours-if-you-send-us- 
yours (WSYOIYSUY) and you have 
something to say about the QL. 


Please forward exchange issues to 
Joyce Blaho, 971 Fellsway, 
Medford, MA 02155. 


Unless copy written by the author, 
articles are in the public dom- 
ain. Attribution is requested. 


NEXT MEZTING 


The next meeting of NEQLUG will 
be 11:00 to 4:00, Saturday, July 
7, 1990, at Al & Dorothy Boehm's 
home: 33 Selfridge Road, Bedford, 
MA. Call (617) 275-1097 for 
directions. Come as early as 9:00 
for coffee and to help set up. 
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NEW ENGLAND QL GROUP 
Meeting minutes 


The New England QL Group met at 
Al Boehm's home on May 5, 1990. 
There were 13 people present: A] 
and Dorothy Boehm, Peter Hale, 
Ernie Wider, Ed Kingsley, Richard 
Taylor (brought a friend), Roy 
Arsenault, Sherman Waterman, Gary 
Norton, Bili Cable, Joyce Blaho, 

and Don Burns. 


Peter Hale demonstrated software 
for dynamic Ram Disking and the 
latest Quanta Library Guide which 
gives the titles and descriptions 
of what programs in the library 
can do. 


Ernie Wider showed his Archive 
based Posting Program which can 
be used for checkbook balancing. 


Richard Taylor demonstrated two 
files: Public Domain multi- 
tasking Calender and Ti 30, a 
multi-tasking calculator with the 
functions of a Texas instrument 
unit of the same name. Both 
programs can be found in QL World 
of Sept 88. 


Gary Norton demonstrated two 
utilities called Caps and Elvis. 
Caps is good for a SuperBASIC 
loader and Elvis prints a 
directory. 


Joyce Blaho showed her artwork 
demo of a proposed New England 
Sinclair QL Group Logo. The 
Prototype logo for the masthead 
was approved by members. 


Don Burns demonstrated a number 
of SuperBASIC utilities in a 
program called SWAP. Each was a 
powerful one-line procedure that 
performed functions to aid in 
programming. Don has been working 
in semi-isolation for several 
years with an unexpanded, 
unenhanced QL and is living proof 
that necessity is the mother of 
invention. 


Bill Cable demoed capabilities of 
working with Archive and showed 
(cont page 6) 
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SMUG EXPO REPORT 
by Peter Hale 


| travelled with Bill Cable of 
Wood & Wind Computing to the SMUG 
Expo in Milwaukee the first week- 
end in June. We were both vendors 
so it was deductible. The journey 
itself had some exciting moments 

to report, but not here. 


The Sinclair Expo proved that 
there is life yet in Sinclair 
computers. 


Preliminary reports gave two day 
attendance of over 120 separate 
peopie, with many coming back for 
the second day. 


Although down from the attendance 
at last year's CATS fest in Wash- 
ington, our business was better 
than at CATS indicating that the 
demand is out there. 


The pinned map of where you came 
from showed heavy attendance from 
within four hundred miles of 
Milwaukee, which suggests that if 
there had been more people within 
four hundred miles of Milwaukee 
attendance would have been more. 


Highlights: 


There are more ԳԼ users. Many 
with 2068 computers now have ՕԼ'5 
and the acrimony has disappeared 
from discussions of the relative 
merits of the two. 


QL hardware was largely sold by 
Paul Holmgren and Frank Davis, 
who were selling all kinds of 
stuff much of which was from Tom 
Bent's attic/basement/ garage. 


A lot was unsold, including re- 
placement membranes, used micro- 
cartridges, 8301 and 8302 chips, 
Minerva Roms, Modapters, and a 
lot of one/one items. (For your 
needs call or write Frank at 
317) 473-8031, 510 E. Main, 
Peru, IN 46970). 


Frank, by the way, will be the 
new Editor of UPDATE magazine 
(cont page 6) 
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PUBLIC DOMAIN 
by Dick Taylor 


The last year has seen a signifi- 
cant decrease in new programs for 
the QL. 


Tony Tebby has 
moved to France following the 
sale of QJump to Care Electron- 
ics. Digital Precision has not 
released a new program = since PC 
Conqueror, PDQL is not meeting 
their shipping dates and in spite 
of the ads, | believe that they 
have not completed development of 
the Basic C Port and the Bible. 


Sector Software has been unres- 
ponsive and difficult to contact. 
Both QL Sub and Schon folded. 
Joachim Merz picked up the stock 
of ABC Elektronic when they 
recently closed their doors. 


What this means for the future օք 
the QL is that we can anticipate 

relatively few new commercial 

programs. As a matter of econ- 
omics many leading software 
authors have moved into other 
systems such as the Amiga, Atari 
ST and the PC. . 


This is not to say the QL is dead 
nor that all is doom and gloom. | 
believe that there is still "gold 
in them thar hills". ԼԷ exists in 
the guise of Public Domain (PD) 
and Shareware. 


Public Domain Software is where 
the author has given up rights to 
a program. 
freely copied, altered or traded. 


Shareware, on the other hand, can 
be freely copied and passed 
around, but ownership remains 
with the author. Distribution is 
based upon trust. 


Normally a text file accompanies 
the program that invites you to 
send the author some money if you 
like the program and find it 
useful. Frequently, no specific 
amount is mentioned and it is. 
left up to the individual to 
contribute as he/she sees fitt. 
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| nave also seen that an author 
requested that money be sent to a 
favorite charity. As an added 
inducement, registration with the 


author normally entitles you to 
future updates and/or additional 
files. 

A third category of software 


includes programs that the author 
retains the copyright to, but 
lets them be freely copied. Laws 
governing distribution of these : 
programs as public domain vary 
from country to country. 


A fourth source of programs is 
typed from magazine 
listings. Distribution rights 
vary by country. յո էհտ U.S., 
magazine listings belong to the 
publisher of the magazine unless 
its stated differently. 


The final category of programs is 
programs, routines or utilities 
developed by individuals that 
have never been distributed. 


Thousands of programs have been 
written for the QL but were never 
released commercially. Reasons 
are many, but seldom because they 
lacked quality. ! venture to say 
that most of you have functions, 
procedures, programs, routines, 
or utilities that you developed 
or acquired. 


Within our own group, we have 
recently bean treated to demon- 
strations of software developed 
by our members. This software 
included boot programs, stock 
market forecasting, toolkits and 
industrial applications, to name 
but a few. 


Both Peter Hale and Bill Cable 
have contributed software to the 
public domain (this article was 


printed using BI-COLUMNIFER, 
developed by Peter and Mike 
‘Padiipsky). Bill included a PD 

program հտ developed caled 


Arithmetic on his Chaos Busters 
disk. 


| feel that it is imperative we 


as many of these PD 
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mi ogrania as possivie and that QL 
ՍՏԵՐՏ everywhere be encouraged to 
nate their programs and/or 
ouLines (no matter how short), 
to centralized libraries before 
these programs are lost forever. 
This concern has become wide- 
spread curing the last year. 
worldwide, QL User Groups are 
acearching for and exchanging PD 
libraries with each other. There 
are 0 French disks, 5 German, 
several italan and Australian 
and more than 20 English (not 
counting the Quanta Library which 
12 45 disks), and these are only 
the ones | know about. 


Richard Alexander's group in 
Wales has translated many of the 
French and German Docs, and 
recently Quanta indicated they 
were interested in obtaining the 
French and German PD libraries to 
add to the Quanta Library. 


ՃԱ of these disks are available 
by providing disks plus a small 
copying and postage charge, or 
just in exchange for your PO 
library. 


Tne groups that | have corres- 
ponded with became instant pen 
pais and provided a wealth of 
information on what's happening 
with the QL in their country. For 
instance, the italians claim they 
nave written some really great 
programs, but just don’t have the 
marketing ability of the Germans, 
58 no one outside the iocal area 


has ever seen them. 


These groups do not expect a disk 
for disk exchange, but only 
hbrary for library (regardless 
of size). 


when considering whether or not 
Lo donate something էջ public 
aomain, the best guideline is 

that if օս find it useful or 

wieresting, then someone else 

wil also. 


Editor's note: See Ed Kingsiey 
write about our key-punching 
project. 


NEQLUG Sinclair QL Newsletter 


N E QL U G PROGRAM LIBRARY 
by Ed Kingsley 


At the March NEQLUG meeting it 
was suggested that a large body 
of software for the QL has been 

published in QL World, QUANTA, 
Time Designs and Update magazines 
which mignt be of interest and 

use to members of the group. 


They include ‘Toolkit’ Utilities 

and SuperBASIC Extensions which 
make programming easier and more 
powerful, routines for impressive 
Graphic applications and display, 
‘Front Ends’ to improve file 
handling and management, experi- 
ments in Artificial Intelligence 

and "Expert Systems’, and of 
course, Games. 


it was noted that some members 
had already copied programs from 
these and other sources for their 

own use and were willing to share 
them with others in the group. 


It was further suggested that a 
collection of programs might be 
assembled from available sources, 
photocopied and distributed to 
members willing to enter them on 
their own systems and donate them 
Tu. inclusion in a Software 
Library which would be available 
to all members of the NEQLUG. 


Through the generosity of Mssrs. 
Shein, Boem, Mitchell, Cable and 
Hale who graciously loaned me 
their back issues, | was able to 
supplement my own resources and 
put together a collection of QL 
World complete from January 1987 
thru the present along with a few 
odd: earlier issues. 


| read through all of them and 
located the programs which | felt 
were interesting and/or useful 
without being overly long (some 
run to 4 full pages of small type 
and longer!). 


With Peter's kind assistance, | 

photocopied 20 programs and 
brought them to the May meeting. 
Eight of those present were able 
to take one or more home with 
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(Kingsley continued) 


me a lne with the type of pro- 
gram(s) that might interest you 
them, hopefully to return them at and 1l send you one or two. 
July's meeting. 1 will be bring- This is a good opportunity to 
ing additional programs with me learn more about your computer ~ 
again this time. ana participate in the NEQLUG, 
whether or not you can attend the 
Some of us use our QL's daily and meetings. 
others perhaps find themselves 
using it less and less frequently If you have programs which you 
as time passes. | know | geta have already entered and would 
new boost of enthusiasm with each like to donate to the Library, 
issue of QL World and |Լ think please see me at the next meeting 
that renewing your acquaintance or call me at (617) 233-3671. 
with the QL by typing in a pro- 
gram (or two) that seems inter- if i know the program is avail- 
esting to you can only help able, we can avoid having someone 
revive your flagging enthusiasm unnecessarily redo it. 
while helping the rest of us at 
the same time. if you have any QL World or ԳԼ 
User magazines prior to 1987, I'd 
If you're interested, but can't also appreciate hearing from you. 
make it to the meeting(s), drop 
Thanks to the following who took programs last meeting: 
DONOR PROGRAM CATEGORY 
己 三 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 二 երթա 
Joyce Blahoe Radar game 
Decimal Algorhythm utility 
Al Boel m D | Y - “use” utility 
Don Burns Numerical Input ‘Trap’ utility 
D | Y - “file headers” utility 
Aardvark A. |. 
Peter Hale Baton Twirler graphic 
Ed Kings ley Multibasic utility 
Ferrari graphic 
ք | Y - “timeout” utility 
Gary Norton Darts game 
Program Compactor utility 
Sherm Waterman Sorting Routines utility 
Ernie Wider Windows utility 
Following are programs already entered and available: 
Al Boem G-Save utility 
Pixel % utility 
Peter Hale Crazy Cards game 
Ed Kingsley Capsbeep utility 
Mike Mitchell Line 3D utility 
Gary Norton Caps Lock utility 
Viper game 
Cat Print utility 
Dick Taylor Ti-30 (calculator) utility ~ 
F-Tidy utility 
Calendar utility 
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(SMUG REPORT Cont. from page 2) 


come July. Լե will remain in the 
same format but will expand to 
include Desk-Top Publishing. 


Paul Holmgren is now CEO of SNUG 
(Sinclair North Ameerican User 
Group), and for the first time | 
have to teil you that | think 
this group can become a viable 
organization. | will propose that 
our group lay out a few bucks for 
membership. There is clear direc- 
tion and the group seems to have 
goals and the will and talent to 
achieve them. 


Paul is also the Quanta librarian 
for North America. 


| didn't get to attend any 
daytime seminars, but was pleased 
to learn that the use of Archive 
was the topic of several. 


Bill Cable's OBAdress was given 


“an entire seminar, and Bill said 


that he was amazed at what the 
speaker showed it could do! 


The only other ԳԼ vendor was Al 
Feng from Platypus Software. 


Absent was Mark Stuber of Sharp's 
and a number of people were very 
disgruntled about his no-show. 
Apparantly, he doesn’t think that 
he needs to attend shows for us 
to be aware of who he is. 


QDOS օո the AMIGA 


We heard from Al Feng that Rainer 
Kowallik's QDOS software emulator 
for the AMIGA has good news and 
bad news. 


լե runs on either the AMIGA 1000 
with 512K or the AMIGA 500 with 
one MEG and QUILL runs as fast as 
on the PC version, but neither 


, Taskmaster nor QRAM work. Turbo- 


charged programs run and so does 
the MS-DOS emulator CONQUORER. 


Drive access is about what you 
get with a microdrive. These and 
other problems are being worked 
on by various Chicago users. 
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(Meeting Cont. from page 2) 


how well his DBEasy front end for 
Archive operates on the MS-DOS 
version of Archive. 


Dick Taylor, treasurer, reported 
that 21 members had paid dues for 
a total of $210. The total cost 
for flyers was $8.75. 


QL members decided to meet every 
other month. 


Peter Hale asked that articles 
for the newsletter be sent to him 
by the first of the month. 


NEXT MEETING 


The next meeting of the New 
England Sinclair QL Group will be 
11:00 to 4:00, July 7 at Al 
Boehm's house: 33 Selfridge Rd., 
Bedford, MA. Call (617) 275-1097 
for directions. (Al says come as 
early as 9:00 if you want to help 
set up and/or drink some coffee.) 


Sincerely, 


Dorothy Boehm 
Secretary 


Editor's note: 


Thank you, Dorothy, for great 
reporting of the meeting. 


A word to contributors: Please 
supply both a hard copy and a 
media version of your article. 


Text and short programs should be 
on Quill files with 33 columns 
per line and the left margin set 
to 0 or text? files set to three 
inches per line. 


If you supply both a hard copy 
(for me to see how you intend the 
article to look) and a media 
version if will make my work ever 
so much easier. 


Tables, longer progrums and any 
stuff that doesn't fit column 
format should be planned around a 
document formatted to 6.4 inches 
(64 columns) per line. 


- July/August 1990 


ene a ar aaa sae AE, 


/4/90 


Roy Arsenault 

229 Beaver Meadow Road 
Haddam, CT 06438 
(203) 345-8384 


Al Boehm 

33 Selfridge Road 
Bedford, MA 01730 
(617) 275-1097 


Harry E. Haff 

78 Vaughn Street 
Lakeville, MA 02347 
(508) 947-2578 


Willard Horton 
63A Long Lane #2 
Warren, RI 02885 
(401) 247-2508 


John Mitchell 
35 Mayfair Drive 
Westwood, MA 
(617) 326-5420 
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‘Gary Norton 

43 Richardson Street 
Billerica, MA 01821 
(508) 667-2048 


Norman Shein 

15 Allen Street 
Newton, MA 02168 
(617) 964-0637 


Sherman Waterman 

40 Eileen Street 

Yarmouth Port, MA 02675 
(508) 362-5322 


Ernest Wider 

PO Box 171 

20 Center Street 
Dover, MA 02030 
(508) 785-1880 


Kevin O'Leary 
Box 68 

Meriden, 
(603) 


NH 03770 
469-3243 


ALADON Company 
Attn: Don Burns 

12 Orono Road 
Portland, ME 04103 
(207) 878-0857 


John C. Berry 
34 Kelly Street 
Haverhill, MA 
Unknown 
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William E. Cable 

Wood & Wind Computing 
RR 2, Box 92 
Cornish, NH 
(603) 


03745 
675-2218 


Peter R. Hale 

195 Centrai Avenue 
Chelsea, MA 02150 
(617) 889-0830 


Edwin L. Kingsley 
16 Highland Avenue 
Saugus, MA 01906 
(617) 233-3671 


Mike Mitchell 
474 Salem Street 
Lynnfield, MA 
(617) 599-3767 


01940 


Stephen Ostrander 
16 Pine Echo Drive 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
(914) 473-2499 


12601 


Richard D. Taylor 
309 Holly Circle 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
(401) 624-2035 


Jerome Wetmore 
560A Commercial Street 
Provincetown, MA 02657 
(508) 487-0627 


John M. Wloch 
38-B Forest Acres Drive 
Haverhill, MA 01835 
(508) 372-5252 


Michael 
Box 68 
Meriden, 
(603) 


Berlin 


NH 03770 
469-3243 


Ben Kahler 

Box 171 

Fenton, IA 50539-0171 
Unknown 
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